PART i: 1709-48

in Imitation of the Third Satire of Juvenal: which came out
in May this year, and burst forth with a splendour, the rays
of which will for ever encircle his name.

In 1742 Johnson wrote 'Proposals for Printing Bibliotheca
Harleiana, or a Catalogue of the Library of the Earl of Ox-
ford.' His account of that celebrated collection of books, in
which he displays the importance to literature of what the
French call a catalogue raisonnt, when the subjects of it are
extensive and various, and it is executed with ability, cannot
fail to impress all his readers with admiration of his philo-
logical attainments. It was afterwards prefixed to the first
volume of the Catalogue, in which the Latin accounts of
books were written by him. He was employed in this business
by Mr Thomas Osborne the bookseller, who purchased the
library for 13,000?., a sum \vhich Mr [William] Oldys says,
in one of his manuscripts, was not more than the binding of
the books had cost; yet, as Dr Johnson assured me, the slow-
ness of the sale was such, that there was not much gained by
it. It has been confidently related, with many 'embellish-
ments, that Johnson one day knocked Osborne down in his
shop, with a folio, and put his foot upon his neck. The simple
truth I had from Johnson himself. 'Sir, he was impertinent to
me, and I beat him. But it was not in his shop: it was in my
own chamber.'7

His circumstances were at this time much embarrassed;
yet his affection for his mother was so warm, and so liberal,
that he took upon himself a debt of tier's, which, though
small in itself, was then considerable to him.

1744: JETAT. 35.] - It does not appear that he wrote any
thing in 1744 for the Gentleman's Magazine, but the Preface,
But he produced one work this year, fully sufficient to main-
tain the high reputation which he had acquired. This was
The Life of Richard Savage; a man, of whom it is difficult to
speak impartially, without wondering that he was for some
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